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Creativity for the future:
promoting Critical Thinking and
Problem-Solving in the
classroom

course overview

In our pursue of preparing students for real world careers and challenges and equipping them with 271st-century skills, we often forget that
as educators, we have a duty to dream and create spaces where everyone has the opportunity to be creative and bring out the best in
themselves. The aim of this training is to raise confidence and broaden knowledge in educators and teachers in adopting different
techniques and methods of encouraging their students to become more creative and develop their critical thinking and problem solving
skills in the classroom. In this way, we will be effectively preparing them to be manager and directors of their own future, a constantly
changing reality where they will be able to successfully apply their 21st century competences to take on complex and open-ended
challenges.

Tim Brown: Tales of creativity and play

Main objectives

This training course aims to provide participants with different strategies, tools and ideas tailored to their needs and realities in order to
inspire students’ creativity and critical thinking through innovative and interactive teaching methods based on experiential learning. The
general aim of this course is to foster excellence in education by empowering teachers, trainers, headmasters and other education staff to
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» Develop a greater understanding of the differences between formal, non-formal and informal learning as well as the basic non-
formal education principles;

« Broaden knowledge about the importance of developing creativity and critical thinking;

e Learn activities and games aiming at shaping creative thinking;

» Develop tools based on their students’ realities and concerns;

« Learn how to engage students and motivate them to establish effective collaboration and develop problem solving skills as well as
their self-esteem;

« Learn how to lead and deliver experiential activities to stimulate the students’ creativity in problem-solving;

« Get to know Outdoor Education principles and advantages using a practical and experiential approach;

« Exchange good practices and discuss challenges with fellow colleagues and the course trainers.

Sessions planned

Bologna

01/12/2019-07/12/2019
03/05/2020 - 09/05/2020
23/08/2020 - 29/08/2020

If none of these dates suits you please mind that if there are at least 8 participants interested we may organize an additional session ad-hoc
for your school.

Target audience

This course is addressed to teachers, trainers, educational counsellors, career counsellors, school psychologists, headmasters, school
management and administrative staff working in primary schools, secondary schools, vocational schools, training centres, adult education
schools, higher education, kindergarten and NGOs

Please mind that the course may include teachers from different school levels. In case you would like to attend a session tailored for your
school level, please write to staff@ifom.info to check if there is any session planned.

Language

The course is held in English. For groups with at least 8 participants, we can organize an ad-hoc session in a different language.
Please write an email to staff@ifom.info to get more information about it.

Standard daily programme

Please find below the standard indicative daily programme that will be personalized on participants needs and professional profiles.

Our standard program comprises 7 days of course, of which the first one is dedicated to networking, preparation and cultural immersion
and the last one to follow up, specific needs and cultural activities. Please note that we always do our best to accommodate the specific
needs of our participants in a flexible way, including but not limited to budget restrictions and travel arrangement. Participants can choose
to arrive 1 day before the start of the course and/or leave one day after the end of it in order to enjoy a deeper cultural immersion. Upon
specific request we can organize longer or shorter versions of this course.

Sunday - Participants arrival
- Individual orientation and information about the venue and the city
- Networking activities

https://www.erasmustrainingcourses.com/creative-learning.html# 2/6


mailto:staff@ifom.info
https://www.erasmustrainingcourses.com/home.html

23/7/2019 Teaching Creativity and Critical Thinking in the classroom

TEACHER TRAINING -

English

- Course introduction
- Competences ex-ante evaluation
- lce-breaking activities
Monday - Teambuilding exercises
- Basic concepts and principles about non-formal education as method to develop and reinforce 21st
century skills
- Reflections on current teaching practices and styles

- How to foster students’ motivation, participation and creativity through non-formal, informal and
experiential learning activities
- The importance of creative thinking when working in groups: benefits and challenges

Tuesday - Experimenting group exercises, problem solving games and experiential activities to establish effective
collaboration through creative thinking
- Cultural activities in Bologna and traditional Italian aperitif

- Key principles and benefits about outdoor education and outdoor learning

- Philosophy, theory and practices of experiential education and environmental education
Wednesday - Experiencing outdoor group exercises and problem solving games to foster creativity through

environment

- Guided visit in Florence (optional)

- Using tools and activities to foster creativity in critical thinking
Thursda - Practicing activities to develop creativity in support of language development
u

y - Non-Formal methods and pedagogies to strengthen creativity in problem-solving

- Tools and guidelines for assessing and validating in a creative way through non-formal activities

Experiencing creativity based-pedagogies to teach and foster sense of entrepreneurship
Frid - Practicing and designing lessons using creativity skills and tools
rida

y - Delivering your own creativity workshop to apply in classroom

- Dinner in traditional Italian restaurant

- Space for discussion of future cooperation and planning follow up activities
- Course roundup and final evaluation
Saturday - Validation of learning outcomes and certification ceremony

- Additional training session tailored to specific needs (optional)

- Cultural activities or additional guided visit in another major Italian city (optional)

- Participants departure

Thank you. Your pre-registration has been submitted.

Other relevant facts

Methodology Costs and Erasmus+ Funding Certification and Validation of learning outcomes

We tailor the working methods based upon participants’ needs, attitudes and professional profiles in order to ensure high

productivity, effectiveness and transferability into practice.
The standard methodology is highly practical and participative with hands-on approach that comprises real-job examples, case

studies examination and simulations. We embrace collaboratively working methods that foster mutual learning and cooperation
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activities, learning-by-doing and best practices’ exchange. They include visits with local schools and institutions allowing the
participants to better understand the local education system as well as exchange ideas and contacts.

Morning Wrap-up and brief daily evaluations are foreseen to ensure quality of education and to adapt the learning programme to
participants' needs better tailoring the education.

We organize optional social, networking and cultural activities in order to give participants the opportunity to know lItaly as well as
to exchange best-practice and establish professional cooperation and links.

The training and staff team is multinational thus giving a full European dimension to the course.

Related and similar courses

Innovative teaching methods for teachers and education staff

This course allows participants to get to know, experiment and practice the most relevant innovative teaching methods - such as
Project-Based Learning, Non-Formal Education, Contextual Learning, Outdoor Education - discussing and sharing best practices
and experience with fellow European teachers and education staff.

READ MORE
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Applying non-formal methods in school and adult education

Learn more about the growing trend towards valuing non-formal and informal learning, practice and master concrete non-formal
activities, working methods and tools that you'll be able to use the day after the course in your classroom

READ MORE

Project Based Learning in the Classroom

The course explores three key challenges related to the implementation of PBL: how to establish effective collaboration among
students, how to facilitate student-driven activities, and finally how to assess PBL in the classroom.

READ MORE

Contact us

Mail: office@ifom.info
Phone: +393284597057
PIC: 924932055

FB: IFOM Teacher Trainings
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What participants say about us
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"l was amazed by our trainer's collaborative approach, vision and positive thought"

Join our mailing list today!

Email *

SUBSCRIBE
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